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to an the elected Offices. 
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The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (riling 
translations and paying national tees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/JB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be famished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned- 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 



Nans and mail frig address of the IPEA/US 
Mini Strap PCT» ARn: IPEA/US 
Commissioner for Patau 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 223)3>14SO 
Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Form PCT/IPEA/4J 6 (July 1992) 



Authorized officer 
Hyong- Sough 
Telephone No. (703) 



03)308-1113 r 



Received from < +2156657291 > at 8122103 4:09:36 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



Aug-22-2003 04:10pm Fron-Cozsn O'Connor +215 665 7291 T-623 P. 008/010 F-846 

t> c r /iiSO .1 . i! y 1 .1. 5 - Q :ii . A A C?tiS ^ 

5 CLAIMS 

1. A method for returning lost objects to their owners comprising providing a radio 
frequency identification (RFID) tag to the owner for application to the owner's object or 
supplying the object with the tag preaffixed, the tag having a unique identification code 
number electronically recorded within the tag and a visible printed request to any finder to 

10 contact a package delivery service; storing the unique identification code number and 
corresponding owner information, including owner address information and owner billing 
account information, in a computer system which is accessible over the Internet by the 
package delivery service; providing RFID tag readers at the package delivery services; upon 
return of any lost object to a package delivery service, reading the RFED tag identification 

15 code number, accessing the corresponding owner information 'over the Internet from the 
computer system, returning the object to the owner, and using the owner's billing account 
information to charge the owner for the return of the object to the owner, 

2. Method of claim I wherein the printed instructions include a promise of a reward if 
the finder returns the object to the package delivery service. 

20 3- Method of claim 1 further including, automatically notifying the owner that the 

object has been found, that it is being returned to the owner's address recorded in the 
computer system, and that the owner's credit card is being charged for the return delivery and 
any reward paid by the package delivery service to the finder of the lost object. 

4. Method of claim 1 wherein the tag identification read by the RFID reading device 
25 is sent by the package delivery service as a query to a remote computer system over the 

Internet and the remote computer system answers the query by providing owner identification 
information, and the package delivery service in turn uses the owner information to return the 
~" object to the owner. 

5, A method for obtaining warranty registration of products, facilitating return of lost 
30 products, and expediting warranty service on defective products comprising providing a 

unique identifier on or within each product; providing a lost and found system comprising the 
steps of marking each product with return instructions and a reward offer to any person who 
finds said product after it has been lost; and offering to return each product to a registered 
owner in the event said product is lost and returned by said person who finds it if said owner 
35 provides data comprising owner identification and date said product was purchased at retail; 
and providing said data to a manufacturer or other warrantor in order to register said 
warranty. 
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5 ' 6. Method of claim 5 wherein upon said product being lost and then returned to a 
return location by any said person who finds said product, said data is accessible at said 
return location or by a return agent, thereby facilitating identification of said owner and 
owner address, whereupon said product can be returned by said Tetum agent. 

7. Method of claim 5 wherein said return instructions and reward offer to any person 
10 who finds said product after it has been lost are contained in a label which includes an RFID, 

and said unique identifier on or within each product sold by said manufacturer is 
electronically recorded in said RFID. 

8. Method of claim 5 wherein said consumer purchaser or owner identification 
information and date said product was purchased at retail arc provided by said consumer 

15 purchaser at said point of purchase at retail. 

9. Method of claim 5 wherein said consumer purchaser or owner identification 
information and dale said product was purchased at retail are provided at said point of 
purchase at retail by automatically accessing customer identification information provided to 
said retail seller in connection with said purchase and said date of purchase. 

20 10. Method of claim 5 wherein said owner information is maintained by an operaror 

of said return service in a computer server which is accessible from client computers over the 
Internet, and when an product is relumed, said product is identified by said unique identifier 
on or within said product^ said server is queried with said identifier, and arrangements are 
made for return of said product to said owner and payment of a reward to said finder. 

25 ii. Method of claim 5 wherein said owner information which comprises owner name, 

address and billing authorization is maintained by an operator of said return service in a 
computer server which is accessible from client computers over the Internet, and when an 
product is returned, it is identified by said unique identifier on or within said product, said 
server is queried with said identifier, and arrangements are made for return of said product to 

30 said owner, payment of a reward to said finder, and charging said amount of said reward plus 
a service fee to said owner, using said billing authorization. 

12. Method of claim 5 wherein said return instructions and a reward offer to any 
person who finds said product after it has been lost are contained in a label which includes a 
sticker transponder adapted to be affixed to a product surface, comprising a flexible circuit 

35 substrate having an antenna formed thereon and a transponder circuit disposed on said 
substrate and coupled to said antenna. 
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5 ' ' 13. Method of claim 12 wherein said sticker transponder comprises an adhesive iayer 
coupled to a firet surface of said flexible circuit substrate. 

14. Method of claim 13 wherein said sticker transponder comprises a release liner 
affixed to said adhesive layer, said release liner being selectively removable to permit said 
sticker to be affixed to said product. 
10 is. Method of claim 14 wherein said sticker transponder comprises an indicia layer 

coupled to a second surface of said flexible circuit substrate opposite from said first surface, 
said indicia layer comprising a space permitting indicia to be printed thereon. 

16. Method of claim 15 wherein said transponder circuit further includes a memory. 

17. Method of claim 5 wherein said product is an electronic product which has an 

15 electronic display screen and said return instructions and a reward offer are automatically 
displayed on said screen when said electronic product is powered on. 

18. Method of claim 5 wherein a product is delivered for repair to a package delivery 
or overnight courier service which has means to access to said warranty registration data 
which is stored on a remote computer storage medium by reading said unique identifier on or 

20 within said product, and wherein said service thereby determines whether said warranty is in 
force and a warranty service location to which to deliver said defective product. 

19. Method of claim 5 wherein said unique identifier on or within each product sold 
by said manufacturer is electronically recorded in an RFID device embedded within a label 
on which are printed return instructions which identify a package delivery or courier service 

25 which is equipped to read said RFID device, wherein said package or courier service has 
means to access owner identification, owner address, and warranty information 
corresponding to said unique identifier, and wherein said service thereby returns lost products 
to their owners and delivers defective products to an authorized warranty service location. 
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This mtErnmional preliminary examination report bas been prepared by this International Preliminary 
R -nmlTilng Authority and is ti^ramitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of^sheets, including this cover sheer. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of ibe description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 

These annexes consist of a total ofS ol>eetS- 
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INTERNATlONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



lmerradonal application No. 
PCT/US01/17112 



I, Basis or the report 



1 . Wlih regard u> ibe elements of the iiaeraational application; * 

I 1 the international application as originally filed. 

[X] the description: 

pages 1-20 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE filed with the letter of 



the claims; 

pages NONE , as originally filed 

pages 21-23 , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE > filed with the lener of 



I 1 the drawings: 

pages ftQNE , as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with (he demand 

pages NONE „ filed with the letter of . 

[~1 the sequence listing part of the description; 

pages NONE . . as originally filed 

pages NONE * filed with the demairf 

pages NONE ,* 6led with the letter of . 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or rurni si ied to this Authority in the following language which is: . 

| J die language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 
I } the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I | cbe language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exammation(urjder Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

P" contained in the international application in printed form, 

|~ filed together wiih me international application in computer readable form. 

I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international ajjplication as filed has been furnished, 

I | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished 

4. I J The amendments have resulted in the cancellation ofi 

| | the description, pages NONE 

I I the claims, Nos. NONE 

I I ibe drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5. | 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since tbey have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Strj^cmcntal Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to tlte receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since tftey do not contain amendments (Rides 70.1 6 and 70,17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to tfds report* 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66^{a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 

Novel ly (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-19 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
_NO 



Claims M9 



Claims NONE 



Claims M9 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
_NO 

^YES 
_NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-19 meet the criteria set not in PCT Article 33(2>-(3), because die prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a system that 
returns lost products to the owner based on wsirrancy information filed with the manufacturer. 

Claims 1-19 meet (be criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made Or used in industry. 
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